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It all started with a new principal, a new position, and a walk 

on the wetlands. Following OSPP (Olympic STEM Pathways 

Partnership) training at the University of Washington, Dr. King 

asked me to join him for a trail walk at Theler Wetlands - across 

from the elementary school where I started my 32 year teaching 

career. He asked me, “What is your vision as our new STEM 

(science, technology, engineering, math) teacher?” 

I began my teaching career at Belfair Elementary School in 

1985. I left in 1988 to teach another ten years in public school 

and fourteen in private. Since returning to Belfair Elementary, 

I spent two years in third grade and now teach in a specialist 

capacity as a STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) 

teacher, teaching grades kindergarten through �fth.

In all my years of teaching under numerous principals, I had 

never been asked what my vision was. It really took me back. I 

decided to shoot for the moon! 

I answered, “You know the land where the portables are sitting 

now? Well, they will not be going back there, because they 

are adjacent to Sweet Water Creek, a salmon habitat. So, I 

was wondering if I could have that piece of land for science.” I 

was pretty sure that he would laugh at me and brush o� my 

request. He said, “I will see what I can do. What do you want it 

for?” My heart started racing and I became a little bit bolder. “I 

would like to make a school garden. My �rst grade curriculum 

is New Plants, my third grade curriculum is Structures of Life, 

and the rest of the students would be able to learn about 

organic gardening, composting, and being responsible 

guardians of our environment.” 

He replied by talking about all of the math, language arts, and 

social opportunities a garden would create for students. 

Yes! I had a principal that would support my vision! That 

was the �rst step to �nishing Belfair Elementary School’s - 

Community Garden.

The next step, after the approval of the garden idea, was to get 

the students involved. The �fth graders helped me measure 

the area, researched garden beds, drew plans to scale, and 

helped to come up with a cost estimate. The kindergarten and 

�rst graders observed vegetables and drew pictures of them. 

The second, third, and fourth graders wrote letters to local 

businesses asking for their support. 
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When donations started coming in, I knew that we would be 

able to actually have a school garden. I presented the idea 

to the school board and the Kiwanis Club. The PTA pledged 

support. However, since the portables had not budged, we 

could not start the garden. 

SEPTEMBER 2016

We were able to start our work parties every Saturday from 

9:00 am - 1:00 pm. Most of the time it was just my husband 

and I, but soon people started to come most Saturdays to 

help. It rained, it snowed, the ground was like concrete. The 

portable buildings were not moved until August, more than 

a year behind schedule. First we were told that there might 

be not water, then we were able to tap into the well system. 

The line had many leaks and they had to be repaired before 

we could advance. In order to purchase supplies, we had to �ll 

out paperwork and check out a school credit card, being very 

careful to not go above the amount that we had estimated for 

the necessary supplies. Purchasing was almost a weekly task. 

However, eventually things started falling into place. 

If we would have known everything we know now, the 400 

plus square foot garden would probably not ever have been 
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started. I am so glad that we didn’t. It was easy to push on when we thought of all of 

the children who would be bene�tting from the garden completion. 

MAY 2017

Now, the garden is planted. The students put in peas, green beans, squash, zucchini, 

pumpkins, sun"owers, kale, beets, lettuce, carrots, potatoes, onions, peppers, and 

swiss chard, after researching the vegetables that did best in our area. The drip system 

has had some glitches and we have spent a few weekends watering. But all in all the 

garden has been a big success for our school. To think that it all started with a vision 

and a walk in the wetlands.  
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